
Consultation: 

 

Draft Bill for: Greenland Parliament Act No. xx of xx xxxx 2023 on mineral activities (the 

Mining Act), 

 

and 

 

Draft Bill for: Greenland Parliament Act No. xx of xx xxx 2023 amending Greenland 

Parliament Act on mineral resources and mineral resource activities (the Mineral Resources 

Act). 

 

The “Bill: Greenland Parliament Act No. xx of xx xxxx 2023 on mineral activities (the Mining 

Act)” and “Bill: Greenland Parliament Act No. xx of xx xxx 2023 amending Greenland Parliament 

Act on mineral resources and mineral resource activities (the Mineral Resources Act)” are hereby 

submitted for consultation with a view to being tabled in the spring session 2023.  

The two Bills are being submitted for consultation together, as the Bill to amend the Mineral 

Resources Act is a consequence of the adoption of the Bill for the Act on Mineral Activities (the 

Mining Act). 

The contents of the Bills have previously been submitted for consultation, as “Draft Bill for: 

Greenland Parliament Act No. xx of xx xxxx 2022 on Mineral Activities (the Mining Act)”, and 

“Draft Bill for: Greenland Parliament Act No. [xx] of [day month year] on environmental protection 

in mineral prospecting, exploration and exploitation as well as activities in relation thereto”. 

 

Background and purpose 

The existing Greenland Parliament Act on Mineral Resources and Mineral Resource Activities (the 

Mineral Resources Act) governs all aspects of mineral resource exploitation, including hydrocarbon 

licences, mineral exploration and exploitation licences, small-scale licences and matters relating to 

the environment. The Act is administered by the Environmental Agency for Mineral Resource 

Activities, the Mineral Licence and Safety Authority and the Ministry of Mineral Resources and 

Justice. 

Since an Act covering such a wide range of matters can be confusing for citizens and businesses 

and, in the case of the Mineral Resources Act, some provisions governing general mineral licences, 

small-scale licences as well as hydrocarbon licences, must address certain matters in a very general 

way, it is considered appropriate that the regulation of the mineral resources area be divided into 

several Acts specifically governing each area. It is therefore proposed that the matters currently 

governed by the Mineral Resources Act in future be governed by three different Acts. These are a 

separate Mining Act on matters relating to general mining, a separate Small-Scale Mining Act on 

matters relating to small-scale licences and mineral exploitation for local construction and 

infrastructure projects (to be tabled in the 2023 autumn session) and the existing Mineral Resources 

Act on matters relating to hydrocarbons and the use of the subsoil for storage purposes. These three 



Acts will cover both licence regimes and environmental matters. As far as hydrocarbons are 

concerned, a Bill was previously worked on to cover this area, but since the Government of 

Greenland decided on 24 June 2021 to phase out hydrocarbon activities, it is considered appropriate 

to continue to let this area be governed by and to retain the current Material Resources Act as 

amended. 

The Bill to amend the Mineral Resources Act is solely a consequence of the fact that some of the 

matters governed by the Mineral Resources Act will in future be governed by the Mining Act, and 

the Bill only repeals the relevant provisions. 

Overall, no major changes in the legal situation are envisaged and the Bills largely reflect current 

practice. The Bills aim to make the regulatory environment clearer and more investor-friendly, with 

an emphasis on meeting international standards and being competitive with the legislation of other 

mining countries. For example, the conditions for granting the respective types of licences have 

been specified in order to make the Acts more comprehensible for foreign licensees and investors. 

In order to increase the legal rights for applicants for licences, it has been clarified which criteria the 

Government of Greenland may give weight to when processing applications. 

 

Main amendments 

The main amendments to the existing Mineral Resources Act, apart from splitting the existing 

Mineral Resources Act into several special Acts, are as follows: 

 The provisions of the Mining Act on offshore activities are adapted to mineral activities. 

The provisions of the Mineral Resources Act on offshore activities relate mainly to 

hydrocarbon activities. 

 The Bills contain no provisions on the Emergency Committee, which is to be abolished. 

 The provisions on tax reporting are amended so that licensees can no longer be required to 

obtain tax information from their contracting parties. Instead, it will be possible for the 

Government of Greenland to request tax information directly from licensees’ contracting 

parties performing activities under a mineral licence. 

 Statutory authority is conferred on the Government of Greenland to issue administrative 

fines.  

 Statutory authority is conferred on the Government of Greenland to protect areas of special 

geological interest. 

 A right is created to be granted an exploitation licence on the basis of a small-scale licence. 

 A public consultation process is to take place prior to the granting of exploration licences. 

 A statutory basis is created for the exploitation licence to be granted on the basis of a 

consultation on the project terms of reference, where appropriate combined with the terms of 

reference for the EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) and SIA (Social Impact 

Assessment). 

 A statutory basis is created for requiring an environmental mitigation assessment (EMA) to 

be administratively approved for activities where public consultation on environmental 

matters is desired. 



 The provision in the Mineral Resources Act regarding setting up a fund for citizen 

involvement is repealed and replaced by a provision in the Mining Act regarding setting up 

a pool with the same purpose.  



 

Consultation period 

Please forward any consultation responses to asn@nanoq.gl and EAMRA@nanoq.gl with a copy to 

bosd@nanoq.gl and netl@nanoq.gl by 22 December 2022. 

Yours sincerely 

The Environmental Agency for Mineral Resource Activities and the Ministry of Mineral Resources 
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